

Back in the Bush 2012 -- mission letter #2









1/27/12
Greetings all,
We are all well, staying healthy and working hard. Our flight from the states was not without its problems. The Delta flight from Atlanta to Africa was about a half hour over the Atlantic when we were told there was a problem and we needed to return to Atlanta. It is a very interesting experience watching all the blinking lights of the emergency vehicles parked along the runway waiting to make sure our plane landed safely.  By the grace of God and the skill of the pilots we did!  The passengers on our plane going to Accra boarded another plane but there was not enough room for us traveling to Liberia. We spent 2 idle days in Atlanta waiting for the next flight to Liberia. We finally reached Liberia with no problems except a couple suit cases temporarily lost. 

Our trip up country was uneventful and we quickly settled into our housing and readied for work. The days are flying by as we are very busy recording the information and taking pictures of the almost 1500 students on the 2012/2013Tuition Sponsorship Program (TSP). Our task is bigger this year as we are adding over 200 new students for the 2012/13 school year. We have a well trained Liberian TSP team of about 8 plus Sandy, Heather, Deb and I. We limit the number of new students as not to recruit more than we think we can find sponsors for with the help of our TSP helpers. We praise God that things always fall into place remembering His faithfulness over the past 12 years. With the help or our TSP helpers we have never taken a photo of a student and not been able to assure that student their tuition was paid for that year.
One task that never gets any easier is recruiting new students to enter the TSP. There are so many young people whose parents can’t afford the small tuition fee that when the word is out we are accepting new students the flood gates open with parents walking for miles seeking the TSP’s help for their children. Not to overwhelm the program we need to limit the number of new students and that is hard because the need is so great. To look a mother in the eyes who has walked miles and waited sometimes hours to see us and tell her “Sorry, we are full ……we can’t take any more new students this year” is a job I don’t wish on anyone. This is the toughest part of our work. I feel like I am on a ship in distress and am the only one with a life preserver all the time knowing I can’t help all in harms way. But…. what to do?? 
After much prayer Deb and I traded in our life preserver for a larger life raft (God’s Precious Children) making room to help more. We praise God for the additional room to take on new students this year as we pray with a sad heart for the many disappointed who couldn’t fit into the raft this time. 
Please pray for the strength and wisdom to treat all in a Christ like manner. Pray for safety and productivity as we travel farther back in the bush Monday and Tuesday to record info and take pictures of students at 4 additional schools. Thank you for your prayers and support. God bless.
In His service

gary & deb

