Instructions for making a “growtainer”

1.   Cut a circular hole near the edge of the bucket using a 1 3/8 inch hole saw.

2.   Cut a circular hole in the center of the same bucket using a 3 ½ inch hole saw.

3.   Drill many ¼” holes throughout the entire bottom of the bucket.

4.   Using the bucket that has no holes yet, drill four ½” holes on the black dots around the  

  bottom bucket for overflow holes.

5.   Make a wedge cut at one end of the pvc pipe.

6.   Cut 4 slits into the plastic cup; ¼ inch from top to ¼ inch from bottom.

7.   Using a square piece of landscape fabric; place in bottom of bucket with all the holes.

8.   Cut an “X” with an exacto knife where the 2 bigger holes are.

9.   Place bucket with holes into bucket with only overflow holes.

10.   Place PVC pipe, wedge cut down, into the two buckets.

11.   Fill plastic cup with soil, press in tightly, water generously.

12.   Place plastic cup into large center hole.

13.   Drill two holes in the top of the bucket on either side of the pvc pipe.  Using a zip tie

   secure pvc pipe to bucket using holes just drilled.

14.   Dump potting mix into top bucket, alternate filling with potting mix and water to  

  moisten the soil.

15.   Firmly compress soil in the middle of the bucket.  Lightly pat soil on sides.  Fill the  

  bucket about 1 inch above the edge in center of the bucket only; leaving a ring around 

  the edge.

16.  Dump 1 cup dolomite into soil – gently massage into top 3 to 6 inches of soil.

17.  Pour  1 cup of fertilizer around edge of bucket (DO NOT PUT IN CENTER OF BUCKET!).   

 Fertilizer can kill the plant.

18.  Take a piece of black plastic – cut a hole for the water pipe.  Attach the plastic to the  

 outside of the bucket with string.

19. Make sure your vegetable plant is well watered.

20.  Cut an “x” in middle of plastic, plant the vegetable plant, fill hole back in with soil.

Supplies

2 five gallon buckets per girl

1” inch pvc pipe cut 24” long

Saw – for cutting wedge into pvc pipe

Drill

1 3/8” hole saw

3 ½” hole saw

1/4 “ drill bit

½” drill bit

Safety glasses

18 oz. plastic cups

Box cutter

Trash bin/wheelbarrow

Water hose

Watering cans

String

Zip ties

1 cup measuring cup

Dolomite  (20 cups)

 
Fertilizer (organic – 2 cups with a 555 formula

                        Nonorganic – 1 cup with a 10 10 10 formula)

Landscape fabric

Contractor grade trash bags

Scissors

Vegetable plants

Tomato cages

Hand sanitizer

